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PRAISE FOR THE UNDERSTANDING CHINA THROUGH COMICS SERIES

“A great way to learn about China’s vast history!"—Amy Tan, author of The Joy Luck
Club

“Excels at clarifying the often-confusing transitional periods between dynasties.... An
excellent introduction to the large trends of early Chinese history"—School Library
Journal

“This book is ‘The Magic School Bus’ for those starting to explore Chinese culture.”
—Dan Cao, Instructor at Confucius Institute at UC Davis

“Chinese language is being taught in all but one state.... A comic format teaching
China’s history is the perfect companion.’—US-China Review

“Combines breezy style with historical rigor to strike just the right gong-tone for a
middle school audience approaching the vast scope of Chinese history’—Education
About Asia

5/5 Stars “An invaluable source ... Chinese history is a vast subject, but Jing Liu has a
skillful ability to condense it all into an interesting and manageable narrative"—Kids'
Book Buzz

“A very nice way to establish a foundation
to understanding China’s history and a
possible gateway to more intense study and
comprehension of a very complex subject.” in text-heavy history books

—Portland Book Review to learn about China, this

“Jing Liu has brought to life the long and comic—style book manages
complex early period of Chinese history in
this wonderful graphic novel. Foundations
of Chinese Civilization is a delight to

read; humorous, informative, and truly readers in a more clear, fun,
captivating.’—Alexandra Pearson, Founder of
The Bookworm Literary Festival

“No more burying yourself

to be rich in information
and bring Chinese history to

and accessible way than

it's ever been done before.
“The book does what it says it does: a child

will come away with a basic understanding

Easily integrated into a social

of early Chinese history, what makes the studies or Chinese culture
Chinese tick as a people and culture’—Asian curriculum, | can’t wait to
Review of Books

get a copy for my class."—

“An excellent history that clearly explains the Grace Zeng, Chinese Teacher

great (and ordinary) people who have made . .
China what it is and the conflicts and debates and Middle School Chinese
that have shaped Chinese history. There is Curriculum Area Leader
nothing else like it in English or Chinese.”
—Alan Baumler, Professor of History at Indiana
University of Pennsylvania

at International School of

Beijing



“Trying to disentangle, let alone understand, the long history of
China is not for the faint of heart. The labyrinth of Chinese dynasties,
intertwined ethnicities, and gigantic land mass can put off the
adventurer to this fascinating nation. We need help to explore and
explain how this country came to be. Jing Liu has done us a great
service in his Understanding China Through Comics series. Not
only has he made China’s history accessible to us, but he has done so
with both wit and charm. On top of that, he has offered us lively visual
and concrete vignettes that stick in the mind, mapping pivotal events
in space and time.”

—From the Introduction to Volume 3 by David M. Jacobson, historian,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and Northeast Normal University

Who is Jing Liu?

Jing Liu is an artist and entrepreneur from Beijing, China. He is
currently the Managing Director of Moli Design, a China-based
design firm that counts the BBC, MasterCard, The Ford Foundation,
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, and UNICEF among its many clients. Jing
graduated from Beijing University of Technology with undergraduate
degrees in industrial design and engineering, and a masters in
international economics and trade.
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THE SHANG PYNASTY

c. 1600 - 1046 BCE

As history would have it, the Shang followed
the quasi-legendary Xia dynasty.

© capital Yin (Anyang)
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Writing appeared and Chinese civilization
made the leap from myth to history.

Ancient Chinese written characters,
known as oracle bone script,

were carved on animal bones :
or turtle shells. n
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Oracle bone script
(c. 1200 - 1050 BCE)
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The Shang dynasty kings used diviners

to read oracle bornes in order to My wife is pregnant.
Is it a boy or a girl?

gain insight into future events.

T have a question
for my ancestors
in Heaven.

King wu ping
(reigned 1250 - 1192 BCE)
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A wide range of divination texts Some modern Chinese
left traces of the Shang society characters can be traced back
for archeologists. to the Shang.

These oracle bones Oracle Modern Core

talked about topics like bone script Chinese weaning

weather, harvests, wars,
rituals, and health.
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150,000 oracle bones ;K * tree
have been found so far.

wWe understand about 1/3 of

(
4,500 oracle bone characters. : ()S) K water
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The oracle bone script recorded that the Shang was constantly
at war with rebellious vassal states and hostile neighbors.
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Zhou state

In 1046 BCE, around 8300 Shang vassals led by the Zhou state
rose up and toppled their Shang overlords.

King wWu of Zhou (reigned 1046 - 1043 BCE) proclaimed
the establishment of the Zhou dynasty.
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THE ZHOU DYNAST Y'X

<

1046 - 256 BCE

© capital Haojing (Xi'an)

O Eastern capital Luoyi (Luoyang)

* The first part of the Zhou dynasty is referred to as
the Western Zhou dynasty and lasted from 1046 to 771 BCE.
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Three pillars of the Zhou

To convince the Shang people to accept a new dynasty, King Wu
and his younger brother, the Duke of Zhou, developed a set of
practices and codes that served as the starting point for

Chinese political philosophy.
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The Duke of Zhou
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Ewmperor Yang's cousin, Li Yuan (566 - 35), efficiently took
control of the Sui capital and established the Tang dynasty.

20 different rebel groups challenged the newly established Tang.

It took 10 years for the Tang to defeat its opponents and
reunify China.

THE TANG PYNASTY

18 - a07
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The Tang inherited many things
from the Sui dynasty:

V The equal-field system

V' The three departments
and six ministries

Imperial examinations

The Grand Canal

Sui granaries

{ < << K

Fewer and weaker nomads due to
wilitary campaigns led by the Sui rulers

All in all, the Tang were off to a good start.
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The Tang achieved regional supremacy in 4O years.

® Defeated the Turkic Empire in the north

/,./Réé\a/[ged,\confrol of
the Silk Road with
the assistance of
surrendered
Turkic cavalry

Cichangian:

!

L —= | PR
- @ Repelled an invasion from
~__the Tibetan Tubo Empire
and forced it to agree
to an alliance
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The Tang dynasty established its own world order.

welcome
to the tribute
system!

Recognize the Tang
as your overlord and pay
regular tribute in gold, silver, copper,

exotic animals, slaves, and the like.
In return, you can import our silk,
tea, paper, and porcelain.
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Arabs, Persians, Jews, Turks, Indians, Japanese, Koreans,
and Southeast Asians came to China to do business and study.
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Foreigners brought in new religions such as Islam, Nestorian
Christianity, and Judaism, adding to a cultural diversity
perhaps unmatched in the history of China.

The imperial capital, Chang'an, became
an international center of trade and culture.
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In Chinese history textbooks today, the Tang dynasty is
considered China's golden age.
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General political stability

TANG

It was a time Population growth
filled with

the hallmarks

of an idylic,
prosperous

peried Flowering culture
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Econowic development
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Military strength
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Last stand of the Song Chinese

In 1279, the remaining Song resistance of 200,000 wen and
women took refuge in a fleet of 1,000 ships.
The Yuan navy found them at Yamen.

This is
our last chance
to fight!

Chancellor Lu Xiufu
(1236 - 1279)
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Chain our ships together
to make a floating fortress,
with the emperor's boat
in the center.
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On March 19, 1279, the main assault was launched.
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Knowing all was lost, Lu Xiufu went to the emperor.

Today our country is
destroyed. Let's not bear even
more pain by surrendering.

Lu tied the 8-year-old |  ...and jumped into the sea,
crying boy and the i ending the. Song dyné"s”%iy;_
imperial seal to 1 ol Lo
his back...
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The battle of Yamen alone .
cost the Song Chinese
100,000 lives.

The Mongol conquest had disrupted agriculture,
causing widespread famine. The population of China
fell from 14O wiillion to O wiillion.
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Life under Mongol rule

Kublai Khan imposed a wiilitary style of rule on
his newly conquered subjects.

No concealed weapons

No self-organizing

No public gatherings

No group worship

No entertainment after dark

@RS

Every household
must write down the names

of all family members and put that list
outside their front gate
for inspection.
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“Bandits can tear my body apart,
but please don't hurt my people”

In 1644, a rebel army closed in on Beijing.

The rebel leader Li Zicheng lost his left eye
to an arrow during the siege of Kaifeng city.
He took revenge by breaking the Yellow River dyke,
flooding the city and killing 300,000 people.

Order the nearest
frontier armies to
defend Beijing!
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Before any help could
come, Li Zicheng's army
entered the capital on
May 26, 144,

Li Zicheng
(1OH - 1GHH)

Ewmperor Chongzhen gathered
his sons

Today you
are royal princes.
Towmorrow you'll become
ordinary boys.

Run for your lives.
Don't worry about me...

... will die
for my country.
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Ewmperor Chongzhen went
Be very careful from now on. on to kill his daughters.

when you meet officials,
call older ones My Lord,
and younger ones gentleman.

What will the bandits

do to girls like you?
when you meet civilians, 9 4

call older ones grandpa,

Why ar s luck
and younger ones big brother... y are you so uniicky

to be born into the
royal family?

In darkness, the emperor climbed up a hill in the imperial gardens
- outside the Forbidden City. He hanged himself on a tree,
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Ewmperor Chongzhen left a note.

T am incapable and weak, so Heaven is punishing
me by allowing bandits to sack the capital.

T hide my face with fallen hair because

I'm too ashamed to face my ancestors.

Bandits can tear my body apart,
but please don’t hurt my people.

His death had unexpected consequences for Li Zicheng.
The remaining Ming army didn’t surrender as Li had hoped,
and many fought on to avenge the dead emperor.

The Ming commander, Wu Sangui (1612 - 1673),
allied with the Manchus to attack Li Zicheng.

The rebel army quickly collapsed.
Li Zicheng died on the run.
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The Manchus resfored order in Beijing and declaried'“ :
the establishment of the Qing dynasty in 1G4H4.

AGHY - 1912
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“We're here to protect
Chinese tradition” .

We the Manchus are
different from earlier nomads.

They had controlled
a large Chinese population within
the Great wall before establishing
their own dynasty, but we have
no such experience.

TJurchen
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Our written language was M "'J\
created in 1599. A _.‘
wWe just began to call N .-1
ourselves Manchus cH M ®
in 1635.
u MANCHLU

we have only been organizing

our people under the Eight
Banner system, a wilitary
rule that divides households
into eight divisions, for a

short period of time.

While this system is an
effective way to manage our people,
we are only 1 willion strong.
How do we rule a country with
more than 100 wiillion people and
5,000 years of history?

Furthermore the Ming resistance is still active.
Several Ming princes fled to southern China and claim to be
the rightful heirs to the Ming dynasty.

Many Chinese men rebel against the Qing once we order them
to wear their hair in the Manchu style.
In Yangzhou city alone,
hundreds of thousands
of residents have died

in stubborn resistance!

Chinese Manchu
hairstyle hairstyle
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Who founded China? Who are the Chinese people? What is Chinese
culture and how has it changed over time? The Understanding China
Through Comics series answers these questions and more.

This sampler includes tables of content and sample pages from volumes
1-4 of the Understanding China Through Comics series by Jing Liu.
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