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introduction to the foundations of one of the world’s 
oldest civilizations is recommended for teens and 
adults.”—Library Journal
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praise for the understanding china through comics series

“A great way to learn about China’s vast history!”—Amy Tan, author of The Joy Luck 
Club

“Excels at clarifying the often-confusing transitional periods between dynasties.… An 
excellent introduction to the large trends of early Chinese history.”—School Library 
Journal

“This book is ‘The Magic School Bus’ for those starting to explore Chinese culture.” 
—Dan Cao, Instructor at Confucius Institute at UC Davis

“Chinese language is being taught in all but one state.... A comic format teaching 
China’s history is the perfect companion.”—US-China Review

“Combines breezy style with historical rigor to strike just the right gong-tone for a 
middle school audience approaching the vast scope of Chinese history.”—Education 
About Asia

5/5 Stars “An invaluable source ... Chinese history is a vast subject, but Jing Liu has a 
skillful ability to condense it all into an interesting and manageable narrative.”—Kids’ 
Book Buzz

“A very nice way to establish a foundation 
to understanding China’s history and a 
possible gateway to more intense study and 
comprehension of a very complex subject.” 
—Portland Book Review

“Jing Liu has brought to life the long and 
complex early period of Chinese history in 
this wonderful graphic novel. Foundations 
of Chinese Civilization is a delight to 
read; humorous, informative, and truly 
captivating.”—Alexandra Pearson, Founder of 
The Bookworm Literary Festival

“The book does what it says it does: a child 
will come away with a basic understanding 
of early Chinese history, what makes the 
Chinese tick as a people and culture.”—Asian 
Review of Books

“An excellent history that clearly explains the 
great (and ordinary) people who have made 
China what it is and the conflicts and debates 
that have shaped Chinese history. There is 
nothing else like it in English or Chinese.” 
—Alan Baumler, Professor of History at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania

“No more burying yourself 
in text-heavy history books 
to learn about China, this 

comic-style book manages 
to be rich in information 

and bring Chinese history to 
readers in a more clear, fun, 

and accessible way than 
it’s ever been done before. 

Easily integrated into a social 
studies or Chinese culture 
curriculum, I can’t wait to 
get a copy for my class.”—

Grace Zeng, Chinese Teacher 
and Middle School Chinese 

Curriculum Area Leader 
at International School of 

Beijing



understand ing ch ina through comics
V O L U M E  1“Trying to disentangle, let alone understand, the long history of 

China is not for the faint of heart. The labyrinth of Chinese dynasties, 
intertwined ethnicities, and gigantic land mass can put off the 
adventurer to this fascinating nation. We need help to explore and 
explain how this country came to be. Jing Liu has done us a great 
service in his Understanding China Through Comics series. Not 
only has he made China’s history accessible to us, but he has done so 
with both wit and charm. On top of that, he has offered us lively visual 
and concrete vignettes that stick in the mind, mapping pivotal events 
in space and time.”

—From the Introduction to Volume 3 by David M. Jacobson, historian, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and Northeast Normal University

Who is Jing Liu?
Jing Liu is an artist and entrepreneur from Beijing, China. He is 
currently the Managing Director of Moli Design, a China-based 
design firm that counts the BBC, MasterCard, The Ford Foundation, 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, and UNICEF among its many clients. Jing 
graduated from Beijing University of Technology with undergraduate 
degrees in industrial design and engineering, and a masters in 
international economics and trade.

Ordering Information 
These and other Stone Bridge Press books are available for group and 
school purchase. Contact sbpedit@stonebridge.com.

Distributed to the book trade by Consortium Book Sales & Distribution, 
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